REMARKS 

The examiner has rejected claims 1, 5, and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 
§103 as being obvious by Pearce x 054 in view of Su (or in view 
of Dennis et al . ) 

Applicant's has claimed a mounting system for supporting a 
ceiling fan assembly of the type having a motor, a motor housing, 
a plurality of blades and a downrod. The mounting system 
comprises a mounting plate adapted to be coupled to a supporting 
surface, the mounting plate having at least one tab lock. The 
system also has a rotatable mounting bracket having one end with 
three locking tabs configured to mate rotatably with the tab lock 
and an opposite end adapted to be coupled to the downrod. The 
mounting bracket opposite end has a beveled, trilobular opening 
therein and a trilobular downrod ball joint configured to reside 
within the beveled opening, and wherein each locking tab is 
radially aligned with one lobe of the trilobular ball joint. The 
mounting system also includes a canopy adapted to be mounted to 
the mounting plate. With this construction, an operator may 
couple the ceiling fan assembly to a support surface by mounting 
the mounting plate to the support surface and then simply 
coupling the mounting bracket to the mounting plate. 

The examiner has taken the position that the Pearce patent 
(6,872,054) shows "a mounting plate (170 (Figs. 12-13, for 
example)) having at least three tab locks (175) (Fig. 12) ." The 
examiner also asserts that Pearce includes "a rotatable mounting 
bracket (165) having one end with at least one three (sic) 
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locking tabs (166, 166') configured to mate with said tab locks." 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with this contention. The 
Pearce patent does not show a mounting plate with tab locks. The 
Pearce patent shows a mounting plate with a tab , not- a tab lock. 
The Random House dictionary defines tab as "a small flap or 
tongue of material used to .seal or close the opening of a 
container." The Pearce patent even references part 175 as a 
"tab ,; , not a tab lock. 

Similarly, the Pearce patent does not show a rotatable 
mounting bracket having a locking tab. The Pearce patent shows 
a mounting bracket having slots 166, which can only be arguably 
similar to a tab lock rather than an actual tab. 

As such, Applicant's claimed structure is not shown or 
described by the Pearce patent . 

The examiner has also taken the position that "each locking 
tab is radially substantially aligned with one lob (sic) of said 
trilobular ball joint." This contention is simply not accurate. 
Applicant points out that in Fig. 12 the first lobe is not 
radially aligned with either of the two "slots" 166, and in fact 
appears to be oriented substantially equally spaced between the 
two "slots" . The second and third lobes are nowhere close to 
being aligned with the third slot which is shown in phantom 
lines. As such, the examiner's position regarding the 

orientation of the slots and the lobes is clearly erroneous.. 
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In conclusion, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
Pearce patent does not show the claimed limitation of (1) a 
mounting plate having a tab lock , (2) a rotatable mounting 
bracket having three tabs , or (3) locking tabs being radially 
aligned with one lobe of a trilobular ball joint. As the Pearce 
patent, nor any other patent cited by the examiner, does not 
contain these claim limitations, the combination suggested by the 
examiner does not. render Applicant's invention obvious. 

The invention described in Claim 5 includes all the 
limitations recited in reference to Claim 1, therefore, the 
arguments previously submitted apply equally thereto. 
Furthermore, Claim 5 includes the limitation that all three 
locking tabs are aligned with the lobes of the trilobular ball 
joint. Clearly, the three Pearce slots 166 are not aligned with 
the three lobes of the ball joint. 

By this Amendment it is believed that the application has 
now been placed in condition for allowance. An early notice to 
such effect is accordingly solicited. 
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